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Dr. Olivia Monteiro completed her undergraduate degree in Biomedical Sciences at the 

University of Aberdeen, UK before earning her PhD from the University of Edinburgh, UK 

in 2010. With a primary focus on neuropharmacology and cognitive neuroscience, her 

laboratory investigates the impacts of anaesthesia, early life adversities and 

neurodegenerative diseases on cognitive function. Her research focuses on the 

pharmacological manipulations of GABAARs to impair or to enhance cognition. 

Additionally, her laboratory explores the emerging phenomenon of long COVID, 

examining alterations in immune mediators and neurotransmitter levels within the local 

population.  

Academic History 

2020 - 現在: Assistant Professor, Faculty of Medicine MUST 

2012 – 2019: Post-doctoral scientist, Faculty of Medicine, University of Dundee 

2009-2011: Post-doctoral scientist, College of Life Science, University of Dundee  

2005-2010:  PhD, University of Edinburgh; BBSRC studentship 

2001-2004:   BSc. Hons, University of Aberdeen; Biomedical Sciences (Pharmacology) 

Teaching Area 

Pharmacology, Physiology, Neuroscience, Language and Communication 



Research Area 

Neuropharmacology, cognitive neuroscience, behavioural neuroscience, early life 

adversity, post-operative cognitive deficits caused by general anaesthesia, long COVID, 

Pathways of cell death in cancer biology 

Competitive Research Funding and Awards 

• FDCT (2025 – 2028) The Impact of Maternal Distraction on Offspring Cognitive 

Development: Mechanistic Insights and Pharmacological Interventions via α5-

GABAARs. (MOP 1,507,000) Principal investigator 

• FDCT (2022 – 2025) Selective inhibition of GABAARs on the treatment of postoperative 

cognitive deficit (POCD) caused by anaesthesia. (MOP 1,400,000) Principal 

investigator 

• FDCT (2022 – 2024) Effects of Sinopharm BBIBP-CorV and BioNTech mRNA primary 

vaccination series and homologous and heterologous booster shots against SARS-

CoV2 variants of concern in a local population in Macao. (MOP 644,000) Principal 

investigator 

• Macau University of Science and Technology Faculty Research Grant (2021-2022) - 

Relocalization of extrasynaptic α5-GABAA receptors causes memory loss and impairs 

long-term potentiation in a model of early life adversity (MOP 100,000).  Principal 

investigator. 

• Fosun Pharmaceuticals (2022 – present) Macau Antibody Protection Study (MOP 

5,200,000) Co-Investigator. 

• FDCT (2021-2024) - The voltage-gated sodium channel NaV1.5 functions as an escape 

pathway from apoptosis in colon cancer cells (MOP 2,650,000). Co-investigator. 

• The G Lawrence Award (University of Dundee) 2015 and 2018. 

• European Molecular Biology Organization (EMBO) Project and Travel Award (3D 

developmental imaging) 2011  

• Society for Endocrinology Small Grant Programme for Scientific Research in 

Endocrinology (2007-2008) – Mechanisms for dendritic peptide release (MOP 

113,330). 
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